I have hinted at the low competition to which our old friend Bolus was subjected. You know that he has long been the surgeon for our parish, and that in that capacity he has often had to stand in opposition to the parsimony of the rate-payers, and in behalf of the unfortunate poor committed to his care. Strange, indeed, would it be if the parochial mind could for once be found to act with generosity ; but if this be a rare commodity among the socalled guardians of the poor, we might surely expect to see it exemplified in a ratio so much the greater among the representatives of the profession to which you and I belong. To the unsophisticated onlooker it would at once seem that Bolus would find his greatest solace in the sympathy and support of the brethren around him ; but Snip, the tailor, and Drawcan, the publican, know better. These in their ordinary capacities have been too often favoured with the envious grumblings of youthful and impatient mediocrity ; and so, as the leading exponents of the cheese-paring policy, they move that the surgeon's salary be reduced, and the office exposed to the lowest bidder. Beta.
